MEANING OF SOCIAL WELFARE

strongly emphasized, because in nearly all
social questions we often make wrong judg-
ments because of prejudice. If there is any
special mental quality which is of peculiar ad-
vantage for the study of social and political
questions, it is the ability and the habit of
looking at questions impartially and of freeing
one's self from prejudice.

We are usually too ready to impute wrong
motives to other people. We judge, and we
ought to judge frequently other people's ac-
tions. We ought to be extremely cautious
about judging their motives. In criticism of
others, it is often helpful to ask, What would 1$
do if I were in that person's place ? and to try as
far as we can to imagine ourselves in exactly
the circumstances of the other person. If we
can fairly well take that point of view, our
judgment will generally be far more charitable
than it is.

Another way to help ourselves in making a
proper judgment on a social question is seri-
ously to attempt to see ourselves and our ac-
tions and our thoughts as other people look at
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